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ARTIST
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A soulful, loving album 
addressing the hurt in america 
in the early 1970s, What’s Going 
On is a classic in Gaye’s 
discography and beloved by 
many all over the world. 
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4

We wanted to create an album 
release that would remain true to 
the original message of the album, 
while using new design methods to 
appeal to new audiences.
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5

1 BOLD

To reflect the brave and needed 
message and sound of the 
album

2 WARM

To reflect the overall vibe, color 
palette and earthiness of the 
album

3 SOULFUL

To reflect the deep and 
emotional nature of the album
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We drew inspiration from mid 
century modern design, jazz 
album cover design, the civil 
rights movement, and 
anti-vietnam protests.

66DESIGN 
MOODBOARD
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7

We chose this color palette 
because it reflects the warm 
and earthy tones present 
around Marvin Gaye, as well 
as the palette being common 
at the time.
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We studied the previous 
album and decided to 
repeat the use of the 
font pentz

We studied 1970s era jazz 
albums and repeated 
the use of fonts like 
futura

We studied vietnam-era 
picket signs and created 
a hand drawn type to 
use for the album cover
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Icon of a picket sign to suggest 
the anti-war themes of the 
album.

Custom type to resemble other 
hand-painted signs
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1212VINYL JACKET 
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1414VINYL 
CENTER (A):
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1yrocWpkbesvCbwg_5iMjQ5dGIqeZ9dao/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1lpitlGmT8DGQNmox8-peh77aJVQN2Ehq/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/12jUXw8030nJrjuLZvS0xX3sSL7yFX2ti/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1AU-IF6IUWRXwP12shImlwO-OKYWCF8hY/preview
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2525SWEATSHIRT & 
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